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LIGHTHOUSE KINDY IS NOW OPEN!
Our Lighthouse Kindy opened its doors this term and is 
growing every day. 

2023 SENIOR & PRIMARY CAPTAINS
Introducing our 2023 Senior and Primary Captains.
Read our captains’ candidacy speeches. 

QATSIF SCHOLARSHIPS
Congrautlations to our QATSIF Scholarship awardees 
Joao Stanley and Mitchel Blucher. 
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FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
by PRINCIPAL BLAIR HARP

LCS school staff developing excellence 
in Effective Pedagogical (Teaching) 
Practice. Our priorities continue to 
ensure teaching for learning remains 
front and centre. In recent years, we 
have worked hard to embed school-
wide systems for teacher coaching and 
development and have continued to 
ensure a range of high yield, effective, 
evidence-based strategies are applied 
across all Kindy to Year 12 classrooms 
daily. We have intentional practices to 
support the wellbeing of all students 
well established.

Our theme this year is “Moving the 
Middle”; an intentional focus of teacher 
and school practices that will see 
student academic outcomes lift further, 
ideally Cs to Bs, Bs to As and beyond. 
Our Explicit Improvement Agenda and 
Implementation Priorities are listed 
below.
LCS 2023 EXPLICIT IMPROVEMENT 
AGENDA

1. Moving the Middle (Academics)….Cs 
to Bs; Bs to As; As to beyond by …
• Collective Teacher (staff) Efficacy 

(collaborative professional practice).
• Learning Intentions and 

Differentiated  Success Criteria.

• Differentiated Daily Reviews.
• Exemplars to drive feedback and 

improvement.
• Data Driven Practice.

2. Mathematics (Academics):
• Developing teacher capability in the 

teaching of mathematics, through 
evidence-based practices.

LCS 2023 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
(PRIORITIES)

1. Australian Curriculum v9.0
• Develop and Implement planning 

for implementation of AC 9.0 
over the coming years in line with 
Queensland State School roll out 
expectations.

2. LCS Kindy
• Launch of LCS Kindy from 

commencement of Term 1

Our work across these areas is rigorous. 
Student free days, staff meetings, and 
our coaching and mentoring programs 
ensure we as a staff are continuing to 
develop our professional capabilities.

The work of our Business Unit has 
been comprehensive, with a significant 

overhaul of existing systems of practice 
continuing. The demands, expectations 
and regulations placed upon school 
governance practices continues to 
increase annually.

It would be remiss of me not to also 
acknowledge the ongoing work of our 
school’s Board of Directors. Their work 
in ensuring compliance and financial 
viability ensures we can continue to 
provide a high quality Christian education 
option for Rockhampton families.

We trust you enjoy reading this edition 
of the Lantern, which informs and 
celebrates the highlights of Term One at 
LCS! We thank God for His hand upon us 
in our journey.

Looking forward to seeing you in and 
around our school throughout the year.

Blair Harp ■ 

“Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou 
an example of the believers, in work, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity.”

Our current growth trajectory and our 
vision to become a double streamed 
K-12 Christian School of intentional 
excellence by 2025 has required us 
to reconsider many of our school’s 
structures going forward. Renovations 
over the 2022-23 Christmas period 
have included the reconfiguration of 
our Student and General Reception 
areas, and a conversion of the Bethel 
Centre into two (Year 2) classrooms. 
There have been delays to building 
works across Queensland and this has 
impacted our start time for the building 
of our new undercover area, however the 
tendering process for this work has now 
commenced and we are hopeful to have 
this impressive structure completed in 
time for the start of 2024.

Again in 2023, Lighthouse has developed 
an intentional and articulate School 
Improvement Agenda that focuses on 

Dear LCS Family,

We were delighted to again welcome 
several new staff and new families to 
Lighthouse in 2023!

The opening of the Lighthouse Kindy 
has been among many highlights 
we’ve enjoyed thus far this year. The 
renovations to the Genesis Centre have 
been truly remarkable and we commend 
all involved.

To cater for the continued strong interest 
in our community and to maintain an 

excellent level of student support, we 
have engaged additional full and part 
time staff, each further strengthening 
our team with their heart, skill, and 
commitment. Our team of ninety are 
grateful to God for the opportunity 
to serve families in pursuit of the 
Lighthouse Christian School Mission, 
that is:
To educate and train up a child in the 
principles of godly living in an atmosphere 
that glorifies our Lord Jesus Christ, 
utilising a high quality and systematic 
curriculum, and integrating Christian 
principles and a biblical world view.
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@lbckidsministry on Facebook + @lhkidsministry on Instagram

+ A brand new 
Lighthouse Kids program

coming soon!

Sunday’s at 10am • 480 Norman Rd, Norman Gardens

Parkland (1- to 5-years-old)
 Up St (Grades 1-6)

+ + + 
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The QATSIF, also known as the Queensland 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Foundation, strives to encourage and support 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students to 

successfully complete their schooling and achieve a 

QCE. QATSIF recognises the importance of this and how 

having opportunities through higher education builds 

a foundation for employment and a better quality life. 

The QATSIF Scholarship Program provides financial 

support of $500 per semester for Year 11 & 12 to 

students, and has been found to bring a sense of pride 

to those who successfully qualify for the scholarship.  

This year, 1960 students around Queensland were 

awarded with a QATSIF Scholarship to support their 

senior studies. Congratulations to our Lighthouse 

students Mitchel Blucher (Year 12) and Joao Stanley 

(Year 11) who have been awarded QATSIF Scholarships. 

Mitchel Blucher was a successful applicant during the 

Round 13 QATSIF Scholarship Program at the beginning 

of 2022 and Joao Stanley was a successful applicant 

during the Round 14 QATSIF Scholarship Program this 

year. Both boys are on the path to completing their QCE 

(Queensland Certificate of Education). Congratulations 

again on this fantastic achievement!■

Joao Stanley (2023 Scholarship Awardee) Mitchell Blucher (2022 Scholarship Awardee)
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Earlier in term one myself, and four other Lighthouse 

boys, had the opportunity to participate in 

Rockhampton district trials for volleyball. That 

resulted in four of us being chosen out of about 50 people 

to be a part of a 12-person squad to represent our district 

at the Capricorn regional trials held in Gladstone. The day 

at Cap trials consisted of many drills targeting specific skills 

needed to play the game such as digging, serving, spiking, 

setting and blocking; however my personal favourite part of 

the day was the king of the court game. The most valuable 

parts of the trials were being able to compete against very 

skilled players as well as learning new skills and being able 

to refine them playing alongside such players. Towards the 

end of the day two teams were chosen to play against each 

other so the selectors and coaches could see how each 

specific player supported and complimented each other’s 

playing style. This would determine who would be chosen 

for the team to represent our region for state. I am proud 

to say that Lighthouse students made up the majority of 

the Rockhampton District team that was placed in the final 

selections.  Lighthouse made up majority of the district team 

considered. Only one player from the Rockhampton district 

was selected for the Capricorn team though, and that was 

our very own Silas Bakss who will now be competing as part 

of the Capricorn region team against every other region in 

our state to become the QLD Champions.■

This term, our Senior Boys’ Volleyball Team 

participated in the 2023 Rockhampton & 

Districts Regional School Cup at Central 

Queensland University. This was a great opportunity 

for our team to compete against a range of schools 

across the region. Since being defeated last year in 

the Volleyball Grand Final against Rockhampton State 

High, our Senior Boys Volleyball Team have dedicated 

many hours to training early hours in the morning to 

late at night to improve and sharpen their volleyball 

skills. 

 

Their hard work and persistence paid off as the team 

finished undefeated topping their pool and making 

the semi-final on Sunday against The Cathedral 

College. After beating TCC in straight sets, LCS went 

on to challenge Rockhampton State High in the Gold 

Medal Match. Lighthouse won this game 2 sets to 0 

becoming champions of the competition. The team is 

hoping to head down to Gold Coast in August for the 

Senior Schools’ Cup. Thank you to all the Lighthouse 

supporters that came to watch and cheer on our Senior 

Boys Volleyball Team.■

BY MITCHELL BLUCHER
Year 12 Student
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26 . lantern lantern . 27 WHY CAN’T I SKIP MY DAILY 20 MINUTES OF

R E A D I N G ?
Student A Student B Student C

Reads 20 minutes 
each day

3,600 minutes in a 
school year

Reads 5 minutes 
each day

900 minutes in a 
school year

Reads 1 minute
each day

180 minutes in a 
school year

8,000 
words

282,000
words

1,800,000
words
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T E A M

Address
480 Norman Road
Norman Gardens QLD 4701

Phone
07 4926 4895 

Website
www.lcs.qld.edu.au

Email
admin@lcs.qld.edu.au

Lighthouse Christian School is a ministry of 
Lighthouse Baptist Church

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU

CONTRIBUTORS
Principal Blair Harp
Pastor John Buchholz
Jasmin Smyth
Tracey Larson
Nicole Deed
Jonah Harp
Linda Callaghan 
Caesar Al-Samarrie
Jesse Harp
Mitchell Blucher
Silas Bakss
Kirra-lee Deed
Cree-Jati Bickey
Rose Morcom

EDITOR AND 
DESIGN
Hannah Lowings
Sarah Deering

PHOTOGRAPHY
Hannah Lowings
The Young Artisans

WHAT’S ON AT LCS
APRIL

17 Term 2 Commences
18 School Photos
24 ANZAC Chapel

25 ANZAC Day
28 Austism Awareness Day

MAY
1 Labour Day 

4 Maths Team Challenge Year 5/6 & 7/8
5 Science and Engineering Challenge Year 10
5 Maths Team Challenge Year 9/10 & 11/12

12 Mother’s Day Stall
14 Mother’s Day

19 Romp in the Park
30 Senior High Tea Hospitality Event

JUNE
7 Primary Athletics Carnival

13 Fine Arts Showcase
12 Primary Concert - Dan Warlow

15 Rockhampton Show Holiday
12-16 Year 6 Camp

16 Secondary Athletics Carnival
18-23 Year 10 Camp
19-22 Year 7 Camp
19-23 Year 8 Camp
21-23 Year 5 Camp

24-30 Winter Holidays

JULY
1-9 Winter Holidays

10 Term 3 Commences
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Terms and conditions are available upon request.

L I G H T H O U S E
R E F E R R A L
P R O G R A M

One term.
No fees.

How it works:

Your child is 
currently enrolled 

and you recommend 
the school for a 
friend’s child.

Refer Someone.

Your friend, 
family member or 

colleague enrol 
a child in Prep or 

Kindy.

They Enrol.

In gratitude, you get 
a free term for one 
child and we boost 
enrolments - which 
ultimately benefits 

you!

We All Benefit!

Nobody can tell our story better than you.


